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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F,R, SS 1>97 MID 1.98 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



RECEIVED 

NOV 1 5 2002 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 



Applicants herewith cite the prior art cited on the enclosed 
Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B which may be material to the patentability 
of the application. 

Copies of the prior art identified in the enclosed Form 
PTO/SB/08A are enclosed together with English translations which 
are available of all of the foreign language prior art. 

The prior art was cited by the British Patent Office and in 
the PCT Search Report in the corresponding British and PCT priority 
applications . 

The PCT Search Report, PCT Preliminary Examination Report and 
United Kingdom Combined Search and Examination Report are also 
cited in the Form PTO/SB/08B and copies are enclosed. 

In accordance with MPEP §§609 and 707.05(b) it is requested 
that each document cited be given thorough consideration, and that 



Case No. 421 P 037 



it be cited of record in the prosecution history of the present 
application and the patent to issue on the present application by 
initialing on the Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being 
submitted in compliance with 37 CFR 1.56 as an Examiner might 
consider any cited document important in deciding whether to allow 
the application to issue as a patent, but the citation of any 
document herein is not to be construed as an admission that such 
document is necessarily relevant or prior art. Moreover, no 
representation is intended that any cited document represents the 
results of a complete search or that the Examiner in the normal 
course of examination, will make an independent search and will 
determine the best prior art consistent with 37 CFR 1.104(a), and 
in the course of such search will review for relevance every 
document cited on the attached Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B even if not 
initialed. 

Early examination and allowance are solicited. 



COOK, ALEX, McFARRON, MANZO, 
CUMMINGS & MEHLER, LTD. 

200 West Adams Street 
Suite 2850 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 236-8500 



Respectfully submitted, 




COOK, MjiX, McFARRON, MANZO, 
CUMMINGS &/ MEHLER, LTD. 



Dated: November 7, 2002 By: 



Dathiel M. Riess 
Registration No. 24,375 
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CompI t if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Robert E. Low 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attomey Docket Number 



10/083,898 



February 27. 2002 



0635-0034 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
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Cite 
No.^ 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
Oi K^tieo Document 


Date of Publication of 

Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
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Number . v 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUIVIENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.! 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, tines. 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Fiqures Aooear 


T6 


Kind Code^ 

Office^ Number* (ifknown) 






DE 


1 918 512 




BADERTSCHER 


11-27-1969 










DE 


40 32 120 


Al 


BECKMAN 


04-16-1992 


(English Translatior 


) 






DE- 


198 26 682 


Al 


VAKUUMANLAGEN 


04-29-1999 


English Translation 


) ■ 






EP 


0 48R 


B1 


MANNESMANN 


12-19-1990 


English Translation 








EP 


0 850 675 


Al 


CHIOCCI 


D7-01-1998 










GB 


991 .498 




BOHLER et al. 


05-12-1995 












1 391 091 




ALLIED CHEMICAL 


04-16-1975 










GB 


1 507 396 




ALLIED CHEMICAL 


04-12-1978 
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'EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, wttether or not citation is in confomiance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this fomfi with next communication to applicant 



^ Unique citation designation number. ^ See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent docun^ents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 If 
possible. ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231 . 



Please type a plus sign {+) Inside this box | + j 



PTO/SB;08B (08-00) 
Approved for use through 1 0/31/2002. 0MB 0651 -0031 
U. S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



of 



C mplete if Known 



Application Number 1 1 0/083,898 



Filing Date 



r 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



ebruarv 27. 2002 



Robert E. Low 



3743 



0635-0034 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 

Initials* 



Cite 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 

publisher, city and/or country where published. 



PCT International Search Report in PCT/GBOO/03351, mailed 27/1 1/2000. 



PCT International Preliminary Examination Report in PCT/GBOO/03351, 
mailed 27/12/2001. 



United Kingdom Combined Search and Examination Report under Sections 
17 and 18(3) in GB 0020779.5, mailed 9 September 2000. 





Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 





^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next comnnunication to applicant. 



^ Unique citation designation number. ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 




Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to tal<e 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this forni should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231, 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231. 



